
 

 

 

Carlton Jones Charlottesville City Schools Coordinator of Nutrition Cultivate, Jordan Johnson Cultivate City
Schoolyard Garden Program Director, and Shamera Banks Cultivate Farm-to-School Coordinator participate in
presentations and a garden tour at Charlottesville High School as part of the 2022 Virginia Farm to School
Conference

 

"Cultivate Charlottesville’s Farm to School work is centered on a
commitment to address racial inequities, promote systems change, and
center the voices and choices of people experiencing food inequities.” So
begins a spotlight of Cultivate Charlottesville’s farm-to-school work written last
year for the recently released Virginia Farm to School (F2S) Toolkit. The original
spotlight was prepared by invitation from the Virginia Farm to School office in
2021.
 
Over the past few years, Cultivate has been collaborating with VDOE F2S by
sharing models of our Harvest of the Month work, presenting at Virginia Farm to
School conferences, and participating in proposal reviews. This year, however, as
the state began to roll out their final version of the VA F2S Toolkit, we were asked
to edit our profile; requested edits included taking out all of our references to race
and equity. Why this shift to exclude direct recognition of the role of race and
equity in farm-to-school work? Well, on the first day of his administration,
Virginia’s new Governor Glenn Youngkin signed Executive Order Number One
addressing so-called Divisive Concepts.

https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/
https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/VADOE-F2S-Spotlight-Original-Document-.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/EO-1-Ending-the-Use-of-Inherently-Divisive-Concepts.pdf


 
It seems that this Executive Order is designed to restrict discussion of the
underlying systems that contribute to the need for farm-to-school efforts. But
acknowledging the reality of race and its connection to disparities across racial
groups are key components of our work. The tools and context we use include the
use of historical data, acknowledging the impact of racist policies and practices,
and equity-focused solutions. Those tools provide context of racial discrimination
in systems in the same way we see height, width, and depth as demonstrable
properties of reality. It means that we can’t talk about solutions to racial disparities
without talking about race and equity any more than we can talk about farming
without considering sun, soil, and seeds. Progress toward a genuinely equitable
system cannot occur in the absence of the whole truth, and so we invite you to
consider the following facts that guide our actions:

Fact 1 – In our schools, nearly 55% of the student population is eligible to
receive free- and reduced-price meals; and in some neighborhoods, that
number runs as high as 86%. The Charlottesville City Schools with the
highest rates of free- and reduced-meal eligibility also have the highest
percent (73%-80% ) of students of color.
Fact 2 – Nearly 27% of Charlottesville third- and fifth-graders are classified
as overweight or obese, and this number is 48% for African American youth
(in 2014).
Fact 3 – In 1920 there were 31,000 Black farmers in Virginia (17%. of total).
Today there are 1,865 (4% of total). 

We cannot ignore these facts. If you believe these disparities are uncomfortable
to learn about, imagine what it must feel like to live with them.
 
The City Schoolyard Garden (CSG) team decided to pull the
Cultivate spotlight from the Virginia Farm to School Toolkit rather
than eliminate language that is at the very core of our mission.
Here is the original spotlight without the requested edits. 
 
Cultivate Charlottesville was also asked to present at the Virginia F2S Conference
being held in Charlottesville October 18 and 19. Because we were not asked to
restrict our inclusion of the words race and equity in our remarks, the CSG team
participated in the conference. The day before the presentation, attendees from
all over the Commonwealth were invited to tour the garden at Charlottesville High
School as well as the farm plot at Charlottesville Albemarle Technical Center
(CATEC). In this way Cultivate was able to amplify the need for farm-to-school
programing that centers racial equity.

Tips for centering center racial equity in your farm-to-school work! 

1. Practice anti-racism – Cultivate has been training around and
implementing anti-racist organizational practices since 2013 and still has

https://doe.virginia.gov/support/nutrition/statistics/index.shtml
https://elementaryschools.org/
https://www.c-ville.com/child-size-childhood-obesity-still-growing-problem-charlottesville-getting-better/
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2018/12/04/growing-forward-facing-historic-and-modern-challenges-virginias-black-farmers-look-to-bolster-ranks-and-grow-their-communities/
https://cultivatecharlottesville.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/VADOE-F2S-Spotlight-Original-Document-.pdf


areas to grow. Learning to practice racial equity is long-term commitment.
Start now!

2. Center youth voice and choice – By building leadership into our programs
from the youngest students through to our internship program, the City
Schoolyard Garden program strives to center youth ideas and preferences.
Students, for example, came up with the idea of launching a Youth Food
Justice Intern summer cohort when they wanted to continue to work and
learn more in the gardens.

3. Build and engage partnership – Farm to School is part of a larger food
system. To create equity across this system, it is critical to build
partnerships. For example, consider specific outreach to local Black
farmers.

4. Work at multiple levels and intersections – While Cultivate Charlottesville
started by focusing on one schoolyard garden at our middle school, our shift
to center racial equity expanded our understanding more about other
systems that affect students’ ability to engage. For example, without
transportation, some students were not able to stay for after school garden
club. Work with partners to fill those gaps.

5. Embrace learning and adapt – There is always more to learn and practice
around building equity into a Farm to School program. Make time for
reflection and learning, and adapt with humility.

6. Cultivate broad base support – Multifaceted work requires multifaceted
support.

These is some of what we are reading, watching, and listening to as
we think about the connection between racial equity and Farm to
School:



"The Kids Are Just Happier," Could California's Universal School Meal
Program Start a Trend?, Victoria Namkung, The Guardian
 
Advancing Equity in Farm to School, Jamese Kwele, excerpt of keynote
address at Oregon Farm to School and School Garden Conference, February 12,
2020
Shifting Power in the Food System, Krystal Oriadha, National Farm to School
Network Community Gathering, June 23, 2021
 
Growing Racial Equity & Food Justice With School Gardens, Helen
Dombalis, Betti Wiggins, and Dorothy Grady-Scarbrough, National Farm to
School Network Coffee Chat, April 20, 2021
 
A Practioner's Guide for Advancing Health Equity, CDC

Farm to School Equity Trainings, Center for Environmental Farming
Systems, North Carolina
National Farm to School Network
National Black Farmers Association 
Black Farmers Directory
Virginia Farm to School Strategic Plan 2021 – 2026
VDOE Virginia Farm To School
Virginia Roadmap to End Hunger

CLICK TO READ THE ENTIRE ARTICLE

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/sep/26/free-school-meals-california-universal
https://ecotrust.org/advancing-equity-in-farm-to-school/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZsp22oweZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47GeQ5dJFas
https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/health-equity/health-equity-guide/pdf/health-equity-guide/Health-Equity-Guide-sect-3-3.pdf
https://cefs.ncsu.edu/youth/farm-to-school/racialequity2022/
https://www.farmtoschool.org/
https://www.blackfarmers.org/
https://www.virginiablackfarmerdirectory.com/
https://doe.virginia.gov/support/nutrition/2021-2026-va-f2s-strategic-plan.pdf
https://doe.virginia.gov/support/nutrition/farm-to-school/index.shtml
https://feedva.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Virginia-Roadmap-to-End-Hunger.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/310c0c6
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/310c0c6


At Cultivate Charlottesville we believe that working together to grow gardens, share
food and power, and advocate for just systems cultivates a healthy community for all. 
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